
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
 COUNTY OF MERCED  

 
2260 N Street, Merced 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
1159 G Street, Los Banos 

 
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 

 
 

NOTE:  Merced Superior Court will no longer be consolidating Courtroom 8 and 

Courtroom 10. 

 

Tentative Rulings are provided for the following Courtrooms and assigned Judicial 

Officers with scheduled civil matters: 

Courtroom 8 – Hon. Brian L. McCabe 

Courtroom 9 – Hon. Mason Brawley 

Courtroom 12 – Hon. Jennifer O. Trimble 

 

Courtroom 10 will continue to post separate Probate Notes that are not included in these 

tentative rulings.  

 

IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties must make their own 
arrangements.  Electronic recording is available in certain courtrooms and will only be 
activated upon request. 
 

The specific tentative rulings for specific calendars follow: 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Unlimited Civil Law and Motion 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
 Courtroom 8 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
8:15 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

Case No.  Title / Description  

 
21CV-03770 Omar De Los Santos, et al. v. 3K Farming Company, Inc., et al.  
 
Motion for Class Certification     
 
This motion was previously scheduled for hearing on August 27, 2024.  In response to 
the defense argument that there was insufficient evidence of unpaid overtime to justify 
class certification, Plaintiff filed supplemental declarations. The court continued the 
hearing to this date and authorized a supplemental opposition and supplemental reply to 
address the supplemental declarations filed.  
 
The Supplemental Opposition asserts that Plaintiffs De Los Santos and Figueroa are not 
adequate class members because they cannot offer evidence to establish even potential 
liability of Kahlon Farming LLC, Golden Nut Harvesting, LLC, Manraj Kahlon and 
Udhayraj Kahlon.  In reply, Plaintiffs assert that the derivative liability of those Kahlon 
Farming LLC, Golden Nut Harvesting, LLC is a global issue requiring a determination of 
whether Kahlon Farming LLC, Golden Nut Harvesting, LLC are joint employers or alter 
egos.  Plaintiffs correctly argue that the class representative do not need to have 
personal knowledge of the facts creating a joint employer or alter ego relationship 
between corporate entities.   
 
The Supplemental Opposition also attacks the adequacy of expert Ines’ Declaration on 
the grounds the declaration fails to establish that the class representative suffered the 
same overtime violations as the class.  The Ines’ Declaration analyzed Defendants’ 



payroll records and concluded that Plaintiffs were subject to the same overtime 
violations as the class, and further found violations based on an integrated enterprise 
Defendant 3K Farming Company, Inc, and related companies.   
 
Finally, this Court finds that the declarations by the class representative adequately 
demonstrate that the class representatives understand and are willing to perform their 
fiduciary obligations to the class. 
 
According, the Motion of Class Certification is GRANTED.  
 

 
23CV-00605 Albert Ranch, LLC v. California Department of Transportation  
 
Case Management Conference  
 
Appearance required. Remote appearances are permitted. Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  Appear to address whether the parties are willing to participate in private 
mediation. 
 

 
23CV-02886 Slakey Brothers, Inc. v. Javier Zambrano, et al.  
 
Order that All Seasons Mechanical, Inc. appear and show cause re: Dismissal for failure of 
corporate defendant to engage counsel 
 
Appearance required. Remote appearances are permitted. Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  Appear to address the status of counsel for Defendant All Seasons 
Mechanical, Inc. 
 
Case Management Conference   
 
Appearance required. Remote appearances are permitted. Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  Appear to address the status of the case.  
 

 
24CV-03938 Katrina Bucol v. Casey Southhards     
 
Order to Show Cause re: Restraining Order   
 
Appearance required.  Remote appearances are permitted.  Parties who wish to appear 
remotely must contact the clerk of the court at (209) 725-4111 to arrange for a remote 
appearance.  The Court notes that a proof of service was filed on August 27, 2024 
showing Respondent was served with the papers filed in this matter.  
 

 
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Mandatory Settlement Conference 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
 Courtroom 8 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
9:00 a.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Mandatory Settlement Conferences Scheduled 
 

 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Limited Civil Calendar 
Hon. Mason Brawley 

Courtroom 9 
627 W. 21st Street, Merced 

 
Wednesday, September 11, 2024 

10:00 a.m. 
 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  
 
22CV-02541  Midland Credit Management, Inc. v. Kelsey Rodriguez  
 
Order to Show Cause re Sanctions  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.  Appear 
to address Plaintiff’s Counsel’s failure to appear at the July 31, 2024 Hearing on the 
Order to Show Cause re Dismissal-Notice of Settlement and whether an award of 
monetary sanctions is appropriate.   
 
 
23CV-01216  LVNV Funding LLC v. Alicia Barrientos   
 
Court Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



23CV-02316  Investment Retrievers, Inc. v. Luis Alfaro, et al.    
 
Court Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.   
 
 
23CV-03506  Regions Bank v. Danielle Unruh, et al.     
 
Trial Setting Conference   
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.  Appear 
to set trial.  
 
 
24CV-00016  Autovest LLC v. Alvaro Escalera     
 
Court Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.   
 
 
24CV-00138  Capital One, N.A. v. Nhoua Vang      
 
Court Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.   
 
 
24CV-01920  [Parties’ names withheld pursuant to CCP § 1161.2(a)(1)] 
 
Unlawful Detainer Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance. 
 

 
24CV-03537  [Parties’ names withheld pursuant to CCP § 1161.2(a)(1)] 
 
Unlawful Detainer Trial  
 
Appearance required.  Parties who wish to appear remotely must contact the clerk of the 
court at (209) 725-4111 to seek permission and arrange for a remote appearance.  Appear 
to address the status of the Settlement.  
 

 
 
 
 

  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Brian L. McCabe 
Courtroom 8 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
1:15 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte matters scheduled. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Mason Brawley 
Courtroom 9 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
1:15 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 

 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte matters scheduled. 
 
 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Ex Parte Matters 

Hon. Jennifer O. Trimble 
Courtroom 12 

1159 G Street, Los Banos 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
1:15 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 

 

 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Ex Parte matters scheduled. 
 

 
  



SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MERCED 

 
Limited Civil Long Cause Court Trials 

Hon. Mason Brawley 
Courtroom 9 

627 W. 21st Street, Merced 
 

Wednesday, September 11, 2024 
1:30 p.m. 

 

The following tentative rulings shall become the ruling of the court unless a party gives 

notice of intention to appear as follows:  

1. You must call (209) 725-4111 to notify the court of your intent to appear.  

2. You must give notice to all other parties before 4:00 p.m. of your intent to appear.  

Per California Rules of Court, rule 3.1308(a)(1), failure to do both items 1 and 2 will 

result in no oral argument.  Note: Notifying Court Call (the court’s telephonic appearance 

provider) of your intent to appear does not satisfy the requirement of notifying the court. 

 
IMPORTANT:  Court Reporters will NOT be provided; parties wanting a hearing 
transcript must make their own arrangements. 

 
 
 
Case No.  Title / Description  

 
There are no Limited Civil Long Cause Court Trials Scheduled  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


